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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Application/Control Number: 10/541,179 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3681 

DETAILED ACTION 

The following is a first action on the merits of application serial no. 10/541, 179 
filed on June 30, 2005. 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statements filed on June 30, 2005 has been 
considered. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1, 7 and 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

-The reference character (34b) after "backward input gear" should be changed to 

(34a). 

-The dependency in claims 7 and 8 should be changed from claim 3 to claim 6. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. 
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The phrase "capable of raises a question as to the limiting effect of the language 
in the claim, (is the limitation for the sleeve optional?). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Honda et 
al ('203) in view of JP 3-364. Honda et al discloses a twin clutch transmission having a 
driving force from an engine transmitted to a first input shaft (X1) via a first clutch (C1) 
and to a second input shaft (X2) via a second clutch (C2), a plurality of pairs of shift 
gears arranged between the first and second input shafts and a first and second output 
shaft and a sub shaft (via MR) arranged parallel to the input shafts (Figure 1). Honda et 
al does not disclose teeth for a parking lock formed on a sleeve of a gear shifting clutch. 

JP discloses a transmission wherein teeth (26) for a parking lock is formed on a 
sleeve (25) which engages an output gear (19) of a plurality of pairs of shift gears. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide one of the gear shifting sleeves of Honda et al with an 
integral park lock gear in view of JP to reduce the axial length of the transmission. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-5 are allowed. Claims 7 and 8 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 

-Ordo ('560), Akashi et al ('908) and ('063), Zenker et al ('364), Smith ('4830 and 
Ahrens ('01 3). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TISHA D. LEWIS whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7093. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, CHARLES A. MARMOR can be reached on 571-272-7095. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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